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SUBJECT: RUMORS OF CABINET RESTRUCTURING 

1 . WITH PARLIAMENT IN RECESS AND PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS 
IN RHODES UNTIL AFTER THE GREEK EASTER HOLIDAYS, ATHENS IS 
WITNESSING A NOTICEABLE LULL IN THE NORMAL POLITICAL ACTIVITY. 

ONE EXCEPTION, HOWEVER, IS THE CONTINUED INTENSE SPECULATION 
THAT CARAMANLIS WILL SOON RESHUFFLE HIS MINISTERIAL CABINET. 

ONE LINE OF REASONING IS THAT CARAMANLIS HAS BEEN GREATLY 
DISAPPOINTED IN THE POOR PERFORMANCE OF HIS MINISTERS SINCE 
THEIR APPOINTMENT IN NOVEMBER 1977 AND WANTS TO IMPROVE 

THE GOVERNMENT'S SHOWING BY BRINGING IN NEW PEOPLE. A SECOND 
THOUGHT IS THAT THE PRIME MINISTER SEEKS TO BROADEN THE BASE OF 
HIS GOVERNMENT AS HE PREPARES GREECE FOR CRITICAL PROBLEMS TO BE 
FACED LATER THIS YEAR AND NEXT - ESPECIALLY THE ISSUE OF GREEK ENTRY 
INTO THE EC. A THIRD ARGUMENT RUNS THAT CARAMANLIS WILL ACT 
TO BRING INTO HIS GOVERNMENT DISAFFECTED FACTIONS FROM THE 
POLITICAL CENTER SO AS TO BETTER CONFRONT WHAT IS SEEN IN SOME 
SECTORS AS A GROWING CHALLENGE BY PASOK'S PAPANDREOU. 

2. THE FOREMOST FIGURE INVOLVED IN THE SPECULATION OVER THE CABINET 
RESHUFFLE IS CONSTANTINE MITSOTAKIS, CURRENTLY LEADER OF THE 
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NEW-LIBERAL PARTY WHOSE POLITICAL PROWESS IS WIDELY ACKNOWLEDGED 
EVEN BY HIS CRITICS. THE RATIONAL IS THAT MITSOTAKIS, A MAN 
POSSESSING CONSIDERABLE LEADERSHIP ABILITIES, BY ENTERING THE 
GOVERNMENT WILL THEN BE GROOMED AS CARAMANLIS' HEIR. SUCH A 
MOVE, OF COURSE, WOULD BE STRONGLY OPPOSED BY OTHERS IN THE NEW 
DEMOCRACY PARTY - SUCH AS AVEROFF, R ALT .IS AND PAPALIGOURAS - WHO 
ASPIRE TO SUCCEED CARAMANLIS AND ARE CONCERNED AT THE ADDED 
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COMPETITION PRESENTED BY MITSOTAKIS. SOURCES CLOSE TO MITSOTAKIS 
ARE LETTING IT BE KNOWN THAT CARAMANLIS TWICE HAS OFFERED HIM 
THE FOREIGN MINISTRY, BUT THESE SOURCES STRESS THAT MITSOTAKIS 
IS HOLDING OUT FOR THE KEY POSITION OF MINISTER OF COORDINATION. 

3. OTHER "OUTSIDERS" SAID TO BE IN THE RUNNING FOR AN APPOINTMENT 

IN THE GOVERNMENT INCLUDE SEVERAL FORMER UNION OF THE DEMOCRATIC 
CENTER (UDC) DEPUTIES OF CONSIDERABLE PRESTIGE WHO HAVE BROKEN 
WITH THAT PARTY AND BECOME INDEPENDENTS IN THE PARLIAMENT. 

FOR INSTANCE, ATHANASSIOS KENELLOPOULOS, WHO HAS SERVED IN 
DIFFERENT MINISTERIAL POSTS IN VARIOUS PAST GOVERNMENTS, IS RUMORED 
IN SOME CIRCLES TO BE IN LINE FOR THE MINISTRY OF THE ECONOMICS. 

JOHN PESMAZOGLOU, ALSO A FORMER MINISTER WHO IS PRESENTLY HEAD 
OF THE MIXED GREEK-EC PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE, IS REPORTED BY 
SOME TO BE DESTINED FOR THE POSITION OF MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO 
WITH RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE NEGOTIATIONS INVOLVING GREECE'S 
ENTRY INTO THE EC. WHILE ORDINARILY IT WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT FOR 
EITHER OF THESE TWO POLITICIANS, WITH THEIR LONG-STANDING ESTRANGE- 
MENT FROM MITSOTAKIS OVER THE 1965 APOSTASY. TO PARTICIPATE WITH 
HIM IN THE SAME GOVERNMENT. THERE ARETHOSE WHO MAINTAIN THAT THIS 
OBSTACLE WOULD BE OVEROME BECAUSE OF THE BROAD-BASED NATURE OF 
THE NEW GOVERNMENT HEADED BY CARAMANLIS. 

4. AMONG THE MINISTERS MOST LIKELY TO GO, ACCORDING TO THE 
RUMOR MILL, ARE FOREIGN MINISTER PAPALIGOURAS, WHO IS SEEM AS 
SUFFERING FROM CONTINUING HEALTH PROBLEMS AND IS UNABLE TO COME 
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TO GRIPS WITH THE MANY COMPLEX FOREIGN AFFAIRS ISSUES FACING 
GREECE. GEORGE R ALT .IS’ TENURE AS MINITER OF COORDINATION IS 
ALSO REPORTEDLY PRECARIOUS SINCE HIS IS SAID TO HAVE FAILED TO 
OVERCOME HIS LACK OF EXPERIENCE ON ECONOMIC MATTERS AND HAS NOT 
TAKEN CHARGE OF HIS IMPORTANT MINISTRY AS EFFECTIVELY AS 
CARAMANLIS WISHED. MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND ENERGY MILTIADES 
EVERT, THE YOUNGEST OF THE TOP CABINET MEMBERS, IS ALSO A FAVORITE 
CANDIDATE TO BE REPLACED, ESPECIALLY BECAUSE OF HIS INFLUENTIAL 
ROLE IN THE FORMATION OF A SPECIAL PRESSURE GROUP WITHIN THE NEW 
DEMOCRACY PARTY PRESSING FOR BETTER PARTY ORGANIZATION, AN ACTION 
WHICH HAS IRRITATED SOME OF THE PARTY ESTABLISHMENT. 

5. COMMENT: AT THIS POINT, THE COMMENTARY ABOUT A CABINET 
RESHUFFLE IS SPECULATIVE AND IN ANY EVENT IT WOULD NOT BE LIKELY 
TO OCCUR UNTIL AFTER THE EASTER HOLIDAYS AND THE PRIME MINISTER'S 
TRIP TO WESTERN EUROPE THE FIRST WEEK OF MAY. 

MCCLOSKEY 
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